
 
 

MEDIA KIT 
ANDERSON RESPONDS TO CAIR’S ‘ISMLAMOPHOBIC 

SMEARS’ ACCUSATIONS 
 

Overview 

At the October 5th board meeting, Supervisor Joel Anderson introduced a board 
letter that directed the County of San Diego to advocate that the Federal 
government use frozen Afghanistan assets towards covering the costs of 
resettlement for refugees. Anderson’s colleague, Supervisor Lawson-Remer, added 
a friendly amendment to create a taskforce to help with the welcoming of these 
Afghan refugees in San Diego County. Supervisor Anderson asked that any 
organization that has known ties to terrorism in the Middle East, including the 
Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), be excluded from participating in 
the taskforce. Anderson’s specific exclusion was not part of the final vote. Days 
later, CAIR-San Diego sent a letter to the Board of Supervisors seeking reprimand 
for Supervisor Anderson’s ‘Islamophobic smears’. Anderson has since responded 
to CAIR, the Human Relations Commission, and others who have backed these 
claims. 
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Timeline 

August 25, 2021 Supervisor Anderson writes a letter to President Biden, urging him 
to return American and Afghan students and assist allies trapped in 
Afghanistan.  

October 5, 2021 Supervisor Anderson introduces his plan for Afghan refugee 
resettlement to be funded using frozen assets 
 
SEE: The San Diego Union Tribune | San Diego County 
prepares for influx of Afghan refugees 
 
SEE: East County Magazine | SUPERVISORS ADOPT PLANS 
TO HELP AFGHAN REFUGEES 
 

 Supervisor Lawson-Remer adds an amendment that would create a 
taskforce to assist with the welcoming of Afghan refugees 

 Supervisor Anderson requests exclusion of any organization that 
has or had any affiliations with terrorism in the Middle East from 
participating in the taskforce, including CAIR 

October 7, 2021 CAIR San Diego seeks reprimand for San Diego County District 2 
Supervisor Joel Anderson’s ‘Islamophobic Smears’ 
(See Below for Letter) 

October 11, 2021 Anderson responds to CAIR San Diego’s ‘Islamophobic Smears’ 
accusation 
 
SEE: The Epoch Times | San Diego Supervisor Responds to 
Accusations of Islamophobia Over Terrorism Comments 
 

October 27, 2021 A coalition of San Diego organizations sent a signed letter to the 
Board of Supervisors (See Below for Letter) 

October 28, 2021 Human Rights Commission sends a letter to the Board of 
Supervisors condemning Supervisor Anderson (See Below for 
Letter) 

November 1, 2021 Supervisor Anderson responds to Human Rights Commission 
 

Press Releases & Statements 

Supervisor Joel Anderson responds to Human Relations Commission’s accusation of 
“Islamophobic statements”. 
November 1, 2021 

Read Letter Here 

### 

 

https://www.supervisorjoelanderson.com/content/dam/d2/docs/pdfs/SJA-Letter-to-Biden-Afghanistan.pdf
https://youtu.be/K0RqMK4VBjo
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/politics/story/2021-10-11/san-diego-county-prepares-for-influx-of-afghan-refugees
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/politics/story/2021-10-11/san-diego-county-prepares-for-influx-of-afghan-refugees
https://www.eastcountymagazine.org/supervisors-adopt-plans-help-afghan-refugees
https://www.eastcountymagazine.org/supervisors-adopt-plans-help-afghan-refugees
https://youtu.be/K0RqMK4VBjo?t=910
https://youtu.be/K0RqMK4VBjo?t=918
https://www.supervisorjoelanderson.com/content/dam/d2/docs/press-releases/PR.ResponsetoCAIRAccusations.101121.pdf
https://www.theepochtimes.com/cair-accuses-san-diego-supervisor-of-islamophobia-over-terrorism-comments_4049148.html
https://www.theepochtimes.com/cair-accuses-san-diego-supervisor-of-islamophobia-over-terrorism-comments_4049148.html
https://www.supervisorjoelanderson.com/content/dam/d2/docs/pdfs/Letter%20to%20County%20Human%20Relations%20Commission%20(11-1-21).pdf
https://www.supervisorjoelanderson.com/content/dam/d2/docs/pdfs/Letter%20to%20County%20Human%20Relations%20Commission%20(11-1-21).pdf


Letter from the Human Rights Commission 
October 28, 2021  
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Letter from San Diego Organizations 
October 27, 2021  

 



 



 

### 

ANDERSON RESPONDS TO CAIR'S 'ISLAMOPHOBIC SMEARS' ACCUSATION – 
October 11, 2021 

“My statements on Tuesday were targeted at one specific organization, CAIR, for its shameful 
history of radical ties. 

CAIR does not represent all Muslims in America. I have heard from victims in my district who 
fled their home countries due to persecution and they don’t feel safe working with CAIR. 

I support the many reputable American Muslim residents and organizations in Southern 
California currently engaged in the resettlement of Afghan evacuees. 

https://www.supervisorjoelanderson.com/content/dam/d2/docs/press-releases/PR.ResponsetoCAIRAccusations.101121.pdf


I have spoken with Afghan-Americans, refugees, and veterans who have told me these Afghan 
evacuees have put their lives on the line to promote freedom and peace. 

That’s why I wrote a letter to President Biden urging his assistance with evacuations from 
Afghanistan, and why I wrote the board letter requesting the County prepare a welcome for the 
Afghans expected to resettle in my district. 

I was elected to fight for my district’s residents, of whom there are over 2,000 Afghan-
Americans.” 

### 

 



### 

 

Media Coverage 

The San Diego Union Tribune 
CAIR-San Diego helps newly arrived Afghan families acclimate to life in U.S. 
October 30, 2021 

East County Magazine 
LOCAL ARAB GROUP CALLS ON SUPERVISOR ANDERSON TO APOLOGIZE FOR 
REMARKS LINKING CAIR TO TERRORISM 
October 28, 2021 

The Epoch Times 
San Diego Supervisor Responds to Accusations of Islamophobia Over Terrorism 
Comments 
October 14, 2021 

The San Diego Union Tribune 
San Diego County prepares for influx of Afghan refugees 
October 11, 2021 

East County Magazine 
SUPERVISORS ADOPT PLANS TO HELP AFGHAN REFUGEES 
October 8, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/immigration/story/2021-10-30/cair-san-diego-helps-newly-arrived-afghan-families-acclimate-to-life-in-u-s
https://www.eastcountymagazine.org/local-arab-group-calls-supervisor-anderson-apologize-remarks-linking-cair-terrorism
https://www.eastcountymagazine.org/local-arab-group-calls-supervisor-anderson-apologize-remarks-linking-cair-terrorism
https://www.theepochtimes.com/cair-accuses-san-diego-supervisor-of-islamophobia-over-terrorism-comments_4049148.html
https://www.theepochtimes.com/cair-accuses-san-diego-supervisor-of-islamophobia-over-terrorism-comments_4049148.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/politics/story/2021-10-11/san-diego-county-prepares-for-influx-of-afghan-refugees
https://www.eastcountymagazine.org/supervisors-adopt-plans-help-afghan-refugees


Groups in Support of Supervisor Anderson 

Farhad Hashimi 
December 2, 2021 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nima Mobasser 
November 26, 2021 

 

 



Roozbeh Farahanipour 
November 8, 2021 

 



Doctors Against Forced Organ Harvesting 
November 1, 2021 

 



 
 

 

About Supervisor Anderson 

Supervisor Joel Anderson served East County San Diego in the State Legislature for 14 years 
prior to being elected to the County Board of Supervisors in 2020. He has been a longtime 
grassroots advocate and it was his experience running his own business that ultimately inspired 
him to run for public office.  

During his time in the state legislature, Supervisor Anderson worked across party-lines and 
successfully co-authored more than 450 bills with Democrats for the betterment of his 
constituents. Throughout his tenure in the Senate, he was recognized as “Legislator of the Year” 
by 27 different organizations including American Veterans and Veterans of Foreign Wars. Being 
a strong supporter of taxpayers, Supervisor Anderson earned 100% ratings from the Howard 
Jarvis Taxpayers Association and the California Taxpayers’ Association. 

Supervisor Anderson currently represents East County’s District 2. The 2,000 square-mile 
district includes over 400,000 constituents in more than 50 communities. Supervisor Anderson’s 
policy priorities are increasing attainable housing, economic development, behavioral health, and 
homelessness resources in East County.  

 



Media Assets 

Anderson Official Headshot (8x10) 

County Seal (Black & White) 

County Seal (Color) 

 

 

https://www.supervisorjoelanderson.com/content/dam/d2/img/supervisor/Joel_Anderson_8x10.jpg
https://www.supervisorjoelanderson.com/content/dam/d2/img/seal/Ctysealb_w.eps
https://www.supervisorjoelanderson.com/content/dam/d2/img/seal/Ctysealcolor.eps

